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Preface

Fielding opened the central tradition of English fiction by turning the
drama into the novel and adding to it all the advantages of an epic. This
tradition continued until George Eliot with her profound analysis of the
individual and her range of interests established the great tradition. If
we consider ‘Middlemarch’ to be the first great tradition. If we consider
‘Middlemarch’ to be the first great modern novel, we have to consider
>Tom Jones’ is thus essential to the understanding of the development of
English fiction. We however, find that ‘7om Jones’ is thus essential to the
understanding of the development of English fiction. We, however, find
that ‘7om Jones’ is perhaps the only non-contemporary work of fiction
that we can read with interest and pleasure without feeling the need for
excusing the author for anything. We cannot say this of ‘Middlemarch’ in
which George Eliot presented a puritanical moral code which was the only

residue of her early Puritanism.

September, 1967

G.M.
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Tom Jones: A Critical Study

FIELDING AND HIS AGE

The Augustan age stood for realism, moralism and ‘abstractionism’ and
it cultivated a sense of propriety and correctness'. In poetry and prose
satire became predominant. Its purpose was to keep up the stability of
the society and ensure correct and proper behaviour. Thus satire had to be
general and corrective. As Swift said:

No individual could resent,

Where thousands equally were meant.
His satire points at no defect,

But what all mortals may correct?;

Though most of the satirists were often particular and malicious, their
professed aim was universality and correction. The satires of Johnson
were strictly moral and universal and thus true to the Augustan Ideals.
In criticism Johnson was the greatest exponent of Augustanism. He
considered Dryden and Pope to be the best poets and the heroic couplet to
be best suited to the genius of the English language. His reaction to the
other modes was negative. Thus he found fault with Shakespeare’s poetry,
Milton’s blank verse and metaphysical wit. He exercised a restrictive
influence on the younger poets drifting away from the Augustan fold. Thus
he was critical of Gray and Collins. Johnson, the great Augustan poet and
critic, wrote a novel, ‘History of Rasselas’, which was a narrative in the
true Augustan manner and a great novel.

1. Rane Wcllek, “Modern Criticism”. Vol. 1
2. Verses on the death of Dr. Swift, D.S.P.D.”
3. ‘Fiction and the Reading Public’
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The Setting of Mahesh Daﬂct';;u-._ifS
Plays: A Powerful Rejflectlon
of Middle-class Milieu of
Indian Family

Arjun Kumar

Mahesh Dattani is at the peak of his creative powers,
continuously experimenting with new Forms.and manner of
expression. But what makes Mahesh Dattani one .uf India’s
first pla}rwrights is perhaps his manner of .speakmg to the
audience with middle class considering integration and
disintegration of Indian family. There is a sincere Endeavour
here to assess the context of his dramatic creation. It is
properly acknowledged that the setting for all of Dattani’s
plays then, is necessarily embedded within the mechanism
of the middle class Indian family, and this is the context from
which he operates. Working within his own time and place,
and not an alien and distant westernized world removed
from everyday ground realities with which the urban Indian

audience could easily identity, Dattani was already set on
a path very different from earlier attempts at staging Indian
drama in English. Dattani rightly observes, “In drama, one
explores the distortions of everyday speech, the weight and
flow of everyday movement, endeavours to bring to them
a sense of music.” And this reverberates in the (Maheshwarl,

2001) everyday, normally spoken English idiom that comes
so naturally to him,

"add to an emblematic ex
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Birth of

Bangladesh

From Fratricide to Search for Identity

i e - — N e

Dr. Binay Soren t




This book analyses the importance of the emergence of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh become a sovereign nation-state in 1971 after the conclusion of the
liberation movement. In order to analyse the stages through which Bangladesh
ultimately emerged as a sovereign nation states, it is essential 1o know the nature
of political sitwations that were in operation in Bangladesh prior to her
emergence as a sovereign nation-state. Bangladesh as an independent sovereign
entity is, comparatively speaking. a new reality in the comity of South Asian
Nations. She emerged as an independent nation through the process of a national
liberation movement. which had begun in 1952 1o protest against the imposition
of Urdu as the official language of undivided Pakistan.

Dr. Binay Soren. has been teaching political science for the last 20
year in the Department of Political Science. Patna University.
Patna He Specializes in the field of international palitics and has
keen interest pertaining Tribal Studies He has contributed on
Tribal Affairs in National and International journals,
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Chapter Hm

Green Infrastructure and Literature

Dr. Stuti Prasad

wecmmwwmwmmr%ﬁmﬁ&mm the land and its inhabitants .Geographical
collect data and suggest plans to i
e : nc . improve huma
MNHMMEH_HM b#mwwﬁwwm is imaginative writing, which deals S&M
n life including natural environm
: t and natural
surroundings. In other words, li L 1y
) , literature is an imaginativ
MMMUMMmm._os ﬂm HWm_orzBms condition. A very wbﬁmwmmzbmm field omm
, in which both Geography and Lit
erature appear t
coalesce, could be the manner in which ecology and o:<WMDBm~M

and living conditions of h i
oy uman beings are presented as mutually

. MMOMommomE\ nmEu..m& readings of literary texts are the most
& Mmma i W<M_~0ﬁ9m§ in literary studies. This approach was
itiated in the USA in 1980s and is called E itici

ated ; cocriticism. In UK it
was initiated in 1990s and is called G i I
we : reen Studies over there. It
HM _Hmﬂmﬁﬁm that the concept of Green Infrastructure originated
s e M:WQ States almost at the same time - in the mid-1990s

en Infrastructure is also know ; .
: > n as “blue-
infrastructure” or “green-blue urban grids”. e

an M}WMMMMSQ_OWM\? one of the pioneers in the field, has defined
i m.mm _ e .m?&% of &wm H.m._m:obmgﬁ between literature
mﬁﬁwomoﬂ M_Momo_mb,_\%omgmbﬁ @SE. The Green Infrastructure
R 0 deals <§$.~ physical environment. It analyses

ural environment in a way that highlights its function,

and subsequently seeks to i
: put in place, m i
safeguard critical natural areas. ¢ !

ol wwrm.%mwmg meom.g of Ecocriticism and Green Studies could
ruitful area for study in context of the v
. alues and
of what is known as Green Infrastructure. i

The objectives of this paper are:

Green Infrastructure and Literature 205

« toinvestigate the benefit and value of ‘Green Infrastructure’
and how it can provide a solution to the problems of urban

infrastructure in India.

« to relate this to the manner in which the literary texts have
always highlighted the ecological values of life which Green
Infrastructure seeks to promote.

The information and data for this paper have been collected
from secondary sources such as books, websites etc.

Ecocriticism/ Green Studies in Literature has been defined
by different critics.

Glotfelty’s working definition in The Ecocriticism
Reader has already been mentioned. Another critic Simon Estok
argues that Ecocriticism is more than “simply the study of Nature
or natural things in literature; rather, it is any theory that is
committed to effecting change by analyzing the function—
thematic, artistic, social, historical, ideological, theoretical, or
otherwise—of the natural environment, or aspects oliit;
represented in documents (literary or other) that contribute to
material practices in material worlds” (“Shakespeare and
Ecocriticism” pp.16-17). Camilo Gomides has stated that it is
“The field of enquiry that analyzes and promotes works of art
which raise moral questions about human interactions with
nature, while also motivating audiences to live within a limit
that will be binding over generations” (16). Greg Garrard has
put forward the notion that nature undisturbed is balanced and
harmonious (Ecocriticism pp-56-58).

Thus Ecocriticism/ Green Studies in Literature:

e focuses on relationship between literature and the physical
environment;
e seeks to effect changes by analyzing how natural

environment is presented in documents (literary or other)
and our habits and conduct that affect our natural

surroundings;

« promotes works of art which raise moral questions about
human interactions with nature;
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Ganges River Contamination: A Review

Ravindra Kumar Sinha™! and Bommanna G. Loganathan?

Crrganoch
curnpounds, pharmaceuticals. personal care products, steroids,
hormones, phthalates, and plasticizers etc have been in
asc in a wide mange of agricultural, industrinl and sanitar:
commodities in the Ganges River basin, lndia. Widespread
use of these chemicals has resulted in vigorous deterioration
of the Gunges River ecosysiem . Very few systematic studics
have been conducted Lo assess the exient of comtamination
by the POCs {Persistent Qunai_.__i.__aﬂ__ and other toxins
[his review aims O exmming  the conlamination levels i

;

spatial and  temporal distribution  pattern  of  persistent
i i

i compartment Ganges River environment.  The
T litergture leads to & conclusion that the Gianges River is highly

contaminated by dichlerodiphenyltrichlorogthanes (DDTs).
hexachlorocyclohexanes (HCHs), heavy metnls ec. however,

few studies, suggest a declining trend in Jevels of banned
organochlorine pesticides (OCPs).

© 2018 American Chemical Society
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Management of Water Quality and
Biodiversity of the River Ganga

R. K. Sinha and K. Prasad

The Ganga river basin is one of the most densely populated rives
basins in the world. The Ganga river has 29 Class I cities, 23 Class II
cities (Class I cities: population greater than 100,000 people; Class Il
cities: population between 50,000 to 99,999 people), and 48 towns
and thousands of villages along its course. Over 500 million people
were estimated to be living in the entire Ganga river basin in 2000
and this number is expected to grow to 1 billion by 2030 (Markandyz
and Murty 2000). According to an estimate by the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), 2,600 million liter per day (MLD) of sewage
from Class I and II cities and 365 MLD of industrial effluents are dis-
charged into the Ganga (personal communication Dr R. Dalwani)
Rapid developmental activities coupled with demographic explosion
have accelerated irrational exploitation of river resources togethes
with their floodplains at an ever-increasing pace.

The Ganga basin is also home to a wide variety of relict species
including the Ganges river dolphin (Platanista gangetica gangelica)
the Ganges river shark (Glyphis gangeticus), Ganges soft-shell turtie
(Aspideretes gangeticus), gharials (Gavialis gangeticus) and several
species of endemic freshwater crabs. The Ganga harbours 265 fish
species (Talwar and Jhingran 1991). The impacts of increased popula-
tion growth, industrial development, deforestation and construction of
dams and barrages as well as embankments have had serious adverse
impacts on fisheries and other biodiversity. A steady decline has been
seen in populations of prized carp and Tenualosa ilisha (hilsha) fishes
as well as minnows (Ray 1998). The construction of Farakka Barrage
(commissioned in 1975) had a significant impact on fisheries as far up
as Allahabad. Catches are reported to have declined from an average
of 19.2 ton hilsa/year to 0.9 ton hilsa/year (ibid.). The yield of the
major carps has been reduced from 26.62 kg/ha/yr in 1958-1961
a dismal low of 2.55 kg/ha/yr in 1995 (M. Sinha 2000).




Chapter-18

Ecology of the River Ganga - Issues and Challenges
| R. K. Sinha

Abstract

The Ganga Basin is the largest river system in the Indian sub-
continent. It created vast plains of fertile land which sustains about
540 million of the Indian population and also harbours a rich aquatic
biodiversity. In the second half of the twentieth century various
kinds of technical interventions in the form of construction of dams,
barrages, embankments, hydro-electric projects etc posed a great
challenge to the maintenance of ecological integrity of the river
ecosystem. Rapid urbanization and industrialization, besides
agriculture using chemical fertilizers and pesticides in the Ganga
basin have degraded the river water quality. The paper deals with
the impact of technical interventions in the form of liquid and
solid wastes, construction of dams and barrages, embankments
etc. as well as issues and challenges for the Ganga ecosystem, besides
some recommendations to minimize the ecological degradation of
the river.

Keywords: Ecology, Ganga, Biodiversity, Threats, Chemical
Pollutants

1. Introduction

The Himalaya has the largest concentration of glaciers outside
the polar caps with coverage area of 33000 km?, providing 86000,000
m° of water through seven of Asia’s great rivers — the Ganga, the
Indus, the Brahmaputra, the Salween, the Mekong, the Yangtze
and the Huang-Ho (Fig I). The exposed unassorted glaciated




Chapter 8

Ganges River Contamination: A Review

Ravindra Kumar Sinha*! and Bommanna G. Loganathan?

1Environmental Biology Laboratory, Department of Zoology,
Patna University, Patna 800 005, India
2pepartment of Chemistry and Watershed Studies,
Institute Murray State University, 1201 Jesse D. Jones Hall,
Murray, Kentucky 42071, U.S.A.
*E-mail: rksinha.pu@gmail.com.

Organochlorine pesticides, brominated/perfluorinated
compounds, pharmaceuticals, personal care products, steroids,
hormones, phthalates, and plasticizers etc have been in
use in a wide range of agricultural, industrial and sanitary
commodities in the Ganges River basin, India. Widespread
use of these chemicals has resulted in vigorous deterioration
of the Ganges River ecosystem. Very few systematic studies
have been conducted to assess the extent of contamination
by the POCs (Persistent Organochlorines) and other toxins.
This review aims to examine the contamination levels,
spatial and temporal distribution pattern  of persistent
organic pollutants (POPs) and other chemicals in the multi
compartment Ganges River environment.  The available
literature leads to a conclusion that the Ganges River is highly
contaminated by dichlorodjphenyItrich]oroethanes (DDTs),
hexachlorocyclohexanes (HCHs), heavy metals etc. however,
scarcity of data on other POPs and emerging contaminants
makes it challenging to assess their exposure in the entire length
of the river. No evidence of a general decline in DDT and
HCH residues in the river and its biota were found, although
few studies, suggest a declining trend in levels of banned
organochlorine pesticides (OCPs).

© 2015 American Chemical Society
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