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GEORGE HERBERT MEAD
B I O G R A P H Y
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 Born in 1863 in Massachussetts.

 Moved to Ohio in 1870: attended Oberlia Theological Seminary

 Moved to Harvard University: Graduate in Philosophy and Psychology

 University of Michigan: Philosophy Instructor

 Moved to University of Chicago: Spent his whole life as lecturer

 Died in 1931
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Works of Mead
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Posthumous Works

•1932. The Philosophy of the Present.

•1934. Mind, Self and Society.

•1936. Movements of Thought in the Nineteenth Century.

•1938. The Philosophy of the Act.

•1964. Selected Writings.

•1982. The Individual and the Social Self: Unpublished Essays by G. H. Mead.

•2001. Essays in Social Psychology.

•2010. G.H. Mead. A Reader.
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Mead’s Interpretations of the Workings of Human Mind
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Unique Mental Mechanism of Human Mind

To plan consciously and adapt his behavior according to the situation in hand or the goals 

he has set himself.

To communicate with others. How? Through a wide variety of symbols, the most important of which is 

language, and interpret the meaning behind what they say, do or indicate in reply.

To be self-conscious; to be aware not only of his own feelings, motives and views but those of others. To be able to 

take the ‘role of the other’ and imagine how other people might interpret a particular act or situation and even to 

imagine how he looks to other people.
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MIND
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Three Central Themes

Mind
The Essence of 

Meaning

Symbols & 

Languages
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MIND

A Process or Behavior that allows for the 

conscious control of one’s actions.

SYMBOLS & LANGUAGES

Through which we point out objects to ourselves and 

orient our behavior.

MEANING AS A ‘THREEFOLD RELATIONSHIP’

(a) An Individual Gesture.

(b) The adjustive response by another to that gesture.

(c) The completion of the social act initiated by the gesture of the 

first individual.
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