E-CONTENTTOR SEMESTER II

BY"SWATI SOURAY
POSTGRADUATE DEARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
PATNA UNWERSITY



UcI&TdIc T HSe
(CONSOLIDATION OF POSITIVISM)
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(SOCIAL FACTS)
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(CHARACTERISTICS OF SOCIAL FACTS)
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When | fulfil my obligations as brother, husband, or citizen, when | execute my contracts, | perform duties which are defined,
externally to myself, and my acts, in law and in custom. Even if they conform to my sentiments and | feel their reality
subjectively, such reality is still objective, for | did not create them; | merely inherited through my education.
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(WHAT IS ‘SOCIAL’ IN SOCIAL FACTS?)
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A social fact is every way of acting, fixed or not, capable of exercising on the individual an external constraint; or again, every way of acting
which is general throughout a given society, while at the same time existing in its own right independent of its individual manifestations.
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Social facts ...qualify as things. Law is embodied in codes; the currents of daily life are recorded in statistical figures
and historical monuments; fashions are preserved in costumes; and taste in works of art. By their very nature they
tend towards an independent existence outside the individual consciousness, which they dominate. In order to disclose
their character as things, it is unnecessary to manipulate them ingeniously.
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The subject matter of every sociological study should comprise a group of phenomena defined in advance by certain common
external characteristics, and all phenomena so defined should be included within this group.
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