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MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION WHICH IS AN ORGANIZATION THAT FOCUSES ON LANGUAGE AND 

LITERATURE 

WE HAVE TODAY THE 8TH EDITION OF THE MLA HANDBOOK, RELEASE IN APRIL 2016, WHICH HAS 

STANDARDIZED THE WAY SCHOLARS SHOULD DOCUMENT THEIR SOURCES 

WHEN YOU BORROW ANY IDEA OR INFORMATION, YOU NEED TO GIVE CREDIT TO THE ORIGINAL 

AUTHOR, THIS IS DONE BY MLA CITATION. 

THERE ARE DIFFERENT FORMATS FOR BOOKS, JOURNALS, WEBLINKS ETC.. 

URLS ARE NOW ENCOURAGED TO BE INCLUDED IN CITATIONS. (HTTP:// SHOULD BE REMOVED.) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND WORKS CITED ARE DIFFERENT. FORMER IS THE SOURCE WRITER RECOMMENDS FOR 

FURTHER READINGS, AND LATTER IS THE SOURCE INCLUDED IN THE RESEARCHER’S WRITINGS. 

(WWW.BIBME.ORG/MLA) 
 

 

 



MLA CONT…. 

• Now we use the term “works cited” in place of References, but however references is not 

wrong. 

• Author’s last name, first name.” title of source.”publisher, publication date, location. eg. Nayak, 

Meenakshi. “ Research Methodology.” Sage Publications,2010, New Delhi. This is the style of 

Bibliography 

• If the source has two authors then it goes like this- Nayak, Meenakshi,and Ray, Ameesh. 

• For three or four authors, it goes like this- Nayak, Meenakshi, then use a Latin phrase et al. 

• If there is no author then start the citation with the title and skip the author completely. 

• If you are citing in totality then you need to put source in italics eg.- “Research Methodology” 

 



MLA CONT…. 

• Citation of E Book-Author’s last name, first name. title of e book, publisher, year published. 

Title of website, URL 

• Example- Rogers, Tara. Pink Noises. Duke UP, 2010. Google Books, books.google.com/books? 

• Citation from a chapter from a Book –last name, first name of   the chapter’s authour. “Title of 

Chapter.” Title of the Book, other contributors(editors), Publisher, year published, page or page 

range. 

• Example- Roy, Shefali. “Engendering Euthanasia.” Socio- ethical dimensions of Euthanasia, Amita 

Jaiswal(ed.) Elegant Publishers, 2013,pp-3-9 



MLA CONT… 
• If your work is not from first edited Book, it must be noted in your citation, eg.- Revised (ed.), 

Abridged (ed.) 2nd(ed.) 

• Author’s last and first name, editor. Title of the Book. numbered edition, publisher, year published. eg.-

Roy, Shefali, Engendering Euthanasia Amita Jaiswal (ed.) 2nd edition, Elegant publisher, 2013 

• In case of a translated book, translator’s last name, first name, translator’s title, original author’s first 

and last name, publisher, year of publication. 

• Citation of websites- author’s last name, first name. “title of the web page.” title of website, publisher, 

date, URL 



MLA CONT…. 

• Citation for On line Journals- Author’s last name, first name. “Title of article.” Title of Journal, Vol. number, 

issue no., date, page range, Website name, URL 

• Eg.- Roy, Shefali. “ Democracy at flux in Bihar.” Review of Politics, vol-2 

• Issue-4 Jun-Nov,2014 ,pp.4-7 (Retrieved on 03.11.2016) 

• Citation for Blogs- Author’s last name, first name. “ Title of Blog Post” Title of Blog, Publisher, Date, 

Published, Website address. 

• Eg.- Mangalam, Binod. “Worker’s Call” Aapki Aawaz, www.blog making/style, 11 Feb. 2000, wikipediablog 

• Citation for News papers- Author’s last name, first name. “ Title of Article” Title of News paper, 

publication date, page range. 

• Eg.- Kumar, Sushil. “ Aadhi Aabadi.” Janvadi, 4 Jan.2015, P.10 



MLA CONT… 

• Citation from Twitter- @ sroy “help during COVID 19” Twitter 6 July.2020 

twitter.com/sroy/1234566 

•  Citation from Lectures, conferences and discussions 

• Citation from religious works and scriptures 

• DOI –Digital Object Identifier and/or URL Uniform Source Locator in case of both 

mention DOI 



AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

• The 7th edition of the publication manual decides the style of citation in a research paper. 

• It was released in 2020. 

• It talks of two types of citations: 

1.In – text citation/ parenthetical-Citation in body part, eg. For a quote (Roy,2014) 

paraphrasing(Roy,2014:45) 

2.References- at the end of work (Author’s last name, first name.(year or date of Publication, 

Title, place of publication, publisher 

(www.bibme.org/apa) 



CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE 

• It is a guide for American English prescribed since1906 by the University of 

Chicago Press. 

• It has come out with seventeen editions(2017) and is the most widely used in 

the United states 

• Eg. of Citation- Roy, Shefali, Political Sociology (New Delhi: PHI Learning,2014),28-

29 

• Eg. of Bibliography- Roy, Shefali. Political sociology. New Delhi: PHI Learning,2014 



CHICAGO STYLE GUIDE 

• One inch margin on the top, bottom, and two sides 

• Times roman font style with no12 

• Double space between the lines, full names of people and agencies 

• Number the pages on the top right corner (Arabic not Roman) 

• Comfortable with both end notes and foot notes 

• Bibliography not bold but must be in12 font and in Times Roman, it must 

go in alphabetical order. 



SOURCES OF REFERENCE 

• Articles                                                          Web pages URL 

• Newspapers 

• Books 

• Chapters in an edited Book 

• Conference, Sessions and Presentations, discussions 

• Theses 

• Legal Materials and Government Reports 

• Magazines 

• Journals even on line 

 


