
PaperCode-MPOLCC-8

PaperName-IndianPoliticalThought

Preparedby-Ms.KanakPriya

JawaharlalNehru

Introduction
Nehruwasagreatthinkeraswellasapracticalpolitician.Hewasnotatheoreticianbut

hehasalsoexpressedhisviewsonvariouspoliticalandsocialproblems.Hehadclear

ideas on nationalism,patriotism,democracy,parliamentary democracy,socialism,

communalharmony,internationalism,foreignpolicyandhumanism etc.Since,hewas

influencedbythewesternideasaswellashadaknowledgeofnativecultureandhistory.

HetriedtoincorporateandsynthesisebothstreamsforthebettermentofIndiansociety

andpolity.Healsotriedtoreform theinstitutionsinheritedfrom theBritishIndiatothe

newconditionsofindependentIndia.Nationalism isveryimportantforIndiansocietyin

whichdifferentcommunities,languages,casteandreligionexist.Nehru'sviewsabout

nationalism werenotputintoanyparticularsetframeworkandideology,becausethey

layscatteredinhisdifferentspeechesandwritingsonvariousoccasions.ToNehru

nationalism isindeedanoblephaseintheprogressofsociety.Hesaid,"Nationalism is

essentiallyagroupmemoryofpastachievements,traditionsandexperiencesand

nationalism isstrongerthanithaseverbeen...wheneveracrisishasarisennationalism

hasemergedagainanddominatedthescene,andpeoplehavesoughtcomfortand

strengthintheiroldtraditions.Oneoftheremarkabledevelopmentsofthepresentage

hasbeentherediscoveryofthepastandofthenation."'Therefore,itcanbesummedup

thatforNehrunationalism hasgotstrengthfrom itsoldtraditions,achievementsand

experiences.He believed thattrue nationalism can be planted through emotional

integrationalongwithpoliticalintegrationoftheIndianpeople.Toquotehim,"Political

integrationhasalreadytakenplacetosomeextentbutwhatIam afterinsomething

muchdeeperthanthatanemotionalintegrationoftheIndianpeoplesothatwemight

beweldedintoone,andmadeintoonestrongnationalunit,maintainingatthesame

time allourwonderfuldiversity."Nehru was a nationalistic leader,butthrough

nationalism healsowantedtoservethecauseofInternationalism.Hesaid,"Wehaveto

buildupthisgreatcountryintoamightynation,mightynotintheordinarysenseofthe

world,thatis,havinggreatarmiesandallthat,butmighty,inthought,mightyinaction,

mightyincultureandmightyinitspeacefulserviceofhumanity."Thus,helaidgreater



stressonnationalism andbuildingupofthehighlymoralcharacterofnationinorderto

benefitentirehumanity.Because,inhisopinion,withoutstrongnations,theinternational

communitycannotbeservedproperly.Nehrugavealow prioritytoreligionasan

elementofnation and nationalism.Hewasinfluenced bythenotion ofsynthetic

universalism ofRabindranathTagorebutwasnotsatisfiedwiththereligiousapproach

tonationalism introducedbyVivekanand,DayanandaandVipinPaletc."Thus,Nehru

accepted the deep and emotionalelementofnationalism.Like Nehru's ideas on

nationalism Aurobindo'snationalism isbaseduponthediversityofcommunitiesand

individualsinnationwhereeveryindividualisdifferentfrom eachotheronthebasisof

political,socialandeconomicfactor,theseareunitedemotionallyandsentimentally.So

Aurobindosaid,"Nationalism issimplythepassionateaspirationfortherealizationof

thatDivineunityinthenation,aunityinwhichallthecomponentindividuals,however

variousandapparentlyunequaltheirfianctionsaspolitical,socialoreconomicfactor

areyetreallyandfundamentallyoneandequal."Thisemotionalunityisimportantfor

boththethinkers.However,Nehrudoesnotstopwithnationalism asanabstractidea,it

islinkedupwithhisentirethoughtofwellbeingofthepeopleofthecountryforwhich

democraticmethodsofgovernanceareveryimportant.Nehru'smajorcontributionin

politicalthoughtwashisviewsondemocracy.Hetriedtounderstandthestructureof

Indiansocietyandwantedtodevelopandstrengthenthesocio-politicalandeconomic

institutionsinhisownways.Nehruwasconvincedthattherewasnoalternativetothe

democraticprocessinamultilinguallargesocietyfullofdiversities,likeIndia.Therefore,

heemphasizedthatdemocracywastheonlymethodbywhichjustice,atleastinthe

future,wouldbeassuredtothemajorityoftheIndianpopulation.Onthehumanitarian

groundNehrubelievedthat,"...thefulfillmentofDemocracytoraiseupthosepeople

whoarelowdowninthesocialandeconomicscaleandtobringtothem everypossible

opportunity of growth and progress."In this way,Nehru wanted an all-round

developmentandupliftmentofthesociallyandeconomicallybackwardorpoorclasses

ofthesociety.

NehruandhisTrajectory

AfterIndependence,subjectsofIndiaacknowledgedcommunistexampleofsocietyor

law basedcommunism astheiressentialrationaleandgoalandcreditforitgoesto

PanditJawaharlalNehru,who tried endeavors to bring congress round itthe

acknowledgment,maybesemi-hesitant,ofacommunistsocietyasIndian'sobjective.

JawaharlalNehru,amanwithvisionanddynamism wasoneamongthecoupleof

Indianswhohadleftthecoverofextravaganceandcommittedhislifeforthecountry.

HestayedinsidethefateofBritishjailcellsforovernineyearsfortheautonomyofthe

nationandtomakeanotherIndiafreefrom opinion,abuseandneediness.Hewas

instrumentalinbringingcommunistIndia'sintothefinancialsoftwareengineersand



arrangementsofIndianNationalcongressandIndianconstitution.Hewas

persuadedcommunist.Hetrustedthatcommunism isthemainanswerforallour

financialshadesofmalice.Nehru’spreferenceforsocialism.Asathinkerhewas

passionatelydevotedtodemocracyandindividuallibertythismadeitinconceivablefor

him toturnacomrade.HehadconfidenceinmanandloveforenterpriseDynamism and

dynamic were his mostloved words.This loaned to his communism a dynamic

character.Hetrustedthatcommunism ismorelogicalandvaluableinthefinancial

scene.Itdependsonlogicalstrategiesforendeavoringtocomprehendthehistory,the

pastoccasionsandthelawsoftheimprovement.Hepursuedit,sinceitcanpersuade

usthereasonsofneediness,worldwideclashandgovernment.Heunderstoodthat

LaissezFairewasdeadandthegroupmustbecomposedtobuildupsocialand

financialjustice.

NumerousvariablescontributedforthedevelopmentofDemocraticSocialism inthe

brainofNehru.InEnglandhewasdubiouslypulledintotheFabiansandSocialistic

Ideas.Whenhetookaninterestinnationaldevelopmentthesethoughtsagainblended

thecoalsofSocialisticIdeasinhismindthisenthusiasm forcommunism principallygot

from booksnotfrom theimmediatecontactswiththewretchednessandmisuseof

poorbytherich.Whenhestraightforwardlycomesintocontactwithneedinessof

workershefeltthatunimportantpoliticalopportunitywasinadequateandwithoutsocial

flexibilityindividualscouldgainnogroundwithoutsocialopportunity.

Nehru’sSocialism

HepersonallyconnectedwithGandhiwhom thetendedtoas'Bapu’andnamedhim as

hispoliticalbeneficiaryJawaharlaldidnotsurrenderhislogicalapproachanddidnot

acknowledgepeacefulnessasastatementoffaith.Hedidn'tacknowledgeGandhia

techniqueforchangeofheartortheGandhiafeedbackofpresentdayhumanprogress.

Theconsequenceofthisautonomyofreasoningofhispropensityfornewencounters

wasthatthecommunism ofJawaharlalturnsintoasortofmixofinversenormsof

thought.AtNehru'scommunism tookdistinctiveshapesinvariousperiods.Itwasthe

resultofhis own understanding as a radical amid flexibilitydevelopment,as a

supporterofpeacefultechniqueforGandhi,asthePrimeMinisterandadherentto

liberalpoliticalconvention,thisideaofcommunism canbeordercomprehensivelyinto

twoclassesMarxianSocialism andvotebasedsocialism.Nehrusaid"Iworkforit

considerablymoreonthegroundsthatformeitistheunavoidableadvancetosocial

andmonetarychange Ishouldlikecongresstowindupacommunistassociationand

to hold handswithdifferentpowersontheplanet,who areworking forthenew

development".Nehru'scrusadeforcommunism proceededtillhispassing.In1929at

theLahoresessionofthecongressNehruasPresidentproclaim thatsincecommunism

hadturnedintotheobjectiveoftheworld.AttheKarachisessionofthecongresspuff



1931andLucknowsessionin1936herepeatedhisconfidenceincommunism.Nehru

presentedthesoulofcommunism inPart-IVoftheconstitutioni.e.mandatestandards

ofstateapproach.Itwasembracedasamodeloffinancialadvancement.InJanuary

1955the60thsessionoftheIndianNationalCongressembracedthedetermination

goingforacommunistexampleofsociety.TheIndianNationalCongressinitssession

in1964embracedvotebasedcommunism essentiallyknownasNehruvainsocialism.

Littletrustonmarxiansocialism Nehruwasnowfreetogivepoliticalshapetotheidea.

Startingfrom avagueattachmenttoFabiancommunism hehadbeenpulledintowards

Marxism hecametoviewcommunism notjustasamonetaryteachingbutratherasthe

mainresponsetotheillsofadebauchedCapitalism atitssessioninAvoiditshowedup

thecongressputoutthestatementoffaithofcommunistexampleofsociety.Nehru

had anenormousshortcoming towardstheMarxianrationality.Ashestated "the

Marxian rationalityadvancesto mein an expansive sense and comprehendsthe

procedureofhistory."HeconcurredwithMarxiantenetthatfreedom andvotebased

system hadnosignificancewithoutequity.

Correspondencecan'tbesetupinasmuchastheguidelineinstrumentsofcreationare

exclusive.HeadditionallyconcurredwithMarxthatclassqualityinunavoidableonthe

groundsthattheindividualswhobenefitbyacurrentpropertyconnectiondon'tasa

classdeliberatelyconsentstoachangewhichincludeslostpowerandbenefit.Inany

case,NehruwasnotastandardMarxist,hefirmlycondemnedMarxianstrategyfor

'savagery'and'fascism'ofthelow classsocialism,Nehruattestedforitstriumphsin

numerousfieldssmashesthefreesoulofmanalludingtothenonappearanceofthe

righttospeakfreelyintheUSSR NehrupronouncedIndiacan'ttakeaftersuchan

arrangement.Itatlasthamperstheadvanceofthecountrybylimitingtheinventive

resourcesofnormalman.Democraticsocialism andsocialistpatternofsocietyNehru

wasprofoundlyworriedaboutIndia'sautonomyandfinancialchanges.Thefinancial

conditionsinIndiaarenotquitethesameasdifferentnations.Soasimilarmethodof

communism oughtnottobeconnectedtoeveryoneofthenations.Hehadespecially

confidenceinsingularflexibility.Hetruststhatpoliticalflexibilityisanessentialof

nationalimprovementforthearrangementofsocialand monetaryissues.Itisa

necessarychore,the end being the upliftmentofmasses.Nehru contended that

majority rule governmentand communism are correlative to each otherNehru

expressed,"Idon'tperceiveanyreasonwhyundercommunism thereoughtnotbealot

offlexibilityfortheindividual,tobesureformoreprominentopportunitythanthe

presentframeworkgives….."Nehrucontended,votebasedsystem withoutcommunism

willbejokeandcommunism withoutpopulargovernmentwillprompttyrannyand

regimentation.

SereneStrategyforsettingupcommunistsocietyascreatedbyJawaharlalNehru

extraordinarilycontrastsfrom theGandhiaproceduredissimilartoLeninandMaowho

portrayedsovietRussiaandPeople'sChinaascommunistRepublic.Jawaharlal

didnotutilizethisexpressioninregardofthenew Indiaheneededtomanufacture,



howeverutilizedtheexpressioncommunistexampleofsociety.Thisgoalwastangleto

setupundeniablecommunism yetjustageneralpublicwhoseexamplewascommunist.

Theutilizationoftheword p̀attern'maintainsastrategicdistancefrom thisperilit

suggeststhatIndianeedstotakecareoftheusefulissuesthatfaceherbasedonthe

widestandardsofcommunism.OneawesomefactorwhichdroveJawaharlalNehruto

thinkaboutacommunistexampleforIndiawashisextraordinarydedicationtothe

popularitybasedestimationsoflife.Hewasacommunistaswellasademocrat.He

was a popularity based communist.Anotherfactorwhich titled the scale fora

communistexamplewastheacknowledgmentthatproceededwithpresenceofprivate

area was totally fundamentalforexpanded generation ofnationalriches.In a

completelyfledgedcommunism therecanbenoprivatearea.Theequationabandons

us allowed to receive and embrace to ourown particularnecessities whatever

componentsofsignificantworth.Wemaydiscoverindifferentframeworks.Wecan

takethegreathighlightsofprivateenterprise,communism andsocialism andmakeour

veryownupbeatcombination.Nehrusoaproposputitintheeventthatanything

comradeisgreat,Iam willtakeit;ontheoffchancethatanythingagainstsocialistis

greatIam willtakeitmoreover.Theexpression'communistexample'suggeststhis

exceedingly significantopportunity ofbuilding up ourown particularimage of

communism withoutbeingconstrainedtoadheretoaspecificprincipleordogma.

Mixedeconomy;ThebasisofDemocraticSocialism

InherquestformingledeconomyIndiatookthechoicetocreatewhathascometobe

knownasblendedeconomy.Itssubstanceliesinconsolidatingstateoropenendeavor

inspecificfieldswithprivateventureinothers.ThemostkeyneedofIndiawasto

advanceupgeneration.Needinessofthemajoritycouldn'tbefinishedwithoutmore

noteworthyrichesbeingcreated.UndertheregressivestatesofIndianeconomywithits

constrainedmoneyrelatedandspecializedassetsitwasinconceivableforthestateto

assumecontrolexistingmechanicalconcerns.Itwasconsideredspreadtogiveprivate

endeavorachancetoproceedinfieldswhileitwasagentandusestateassetsin

buildingnew Industries.Hefavoredspecificpatriotism ofkeybusinessesandleftthe

restforprivateventureitisgenuinemodelofhisfaircommunist,mostappropriateto

unconventionalIndianconditions.EconomicPlanning

1.Aftertakingdecisioninfavorofsocialism patternofsociety,theproblem remainedto

betackledconcernedthemethodbywhichitwastobeestablished.Hebelievesthat

neithertherevolutionarysocialism norcapitalistsystem canpreservehumanvalues.

2.NehruwasdeeplyshockedtoseetheditheringIndianEconomytotallyshakyand

crippledduetoprolongedimperialist,colonialistexploitationontheotherhand.Hewas

verymuchimpressedbythesuccessofplanninginsovietRussia,hence,toimprovethe

economyofIndiaandremovesocialeconomicinjustice.



3.Nehruevolvedapeacefulmethodi.e.planningtoachievedemocraticsocialism.A

planneddevelopmentofeconomywillensureestablishmentofclasslesssocietyonco-

operativeefforts.

4.Hebelievesthatplanningistheonlypanacea.Planningwillhelpintheproper

utilizationofexistingresourcesforthebenefitofall.

Conclusion

Nehrudedicatedtothemajorityrulecauseandthoughtofcommunistsocietyandin

this way maintained a strategic distance from the utilization ofthe expression

'communiststate'Hewasnotkeenonaspecific'ism'DemocraticSocialism wouldhave

madeamorenoteworthyinteresttothemajorityintheeventthatithadbeenclarifiedto

them byreasonablemeanslaw basedcommunism whichcommunicatesnotjustthe

objective(communistrequest)atwhichtheGovernmentandthegeneralpopulationof

Indiapointyetinadditionthetechniquebywhichitistobefigureditout.Nehrusethis

heartonindustrializingthenationand

turnedtofinancialwantingtosecurethetargetsputforwardintheprefacetothe

constitutionandorderstandardsofstatearrangement.Themonetaryframeworkisto

workinsucharouteaswouldnotbringaboutthecentralizationofrichesinacoupleof

people.Thisnewsocialrequestistobebuiltupbypopularitybasedmeans.Ontheoff

chancethatNehruvainmodelofvotebasedcommunism bombedinIndia,itwasmore

becauseofabsenceofresponsibilityoftherulersandofficialsandlessbecauseof

theoreticaldeceptions.


