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INTRODUCTION

Humansocietyhasbeenevolvingsincetimeimmemorial.Indifferenterasofhistory,the
concernforsocialmovementsalongwiththemethodologyadoptedhasbeendifferent.This
holdstrueevenforsocialmovementswhichhaveseenamarkeddifferentsincetheolder
times.Hence,therehasbeenbifurcationofthesocialmovementsintooldandnewsocial
movements.

MEANINGOFNEW SOCIALMOVEMENTS

New socialmovementsarethosemovementsthatwereorganisedwithnew sectionof 
populationssuchasdalits,otherbackwardclasses,womenaroundnew issuessuchas
caste, gender,environment,productionforthemarketoroppressionbythestate(Omvedt,
2002;Porta&Diani,2006)thatbecamemoreprominentwhenthenew worldbeganto
emerge.Thisprobablyprovidesascopeforstudyingtheself-determinationmovementunder
theNew SocialMovement.T.K.Oommen(2010)presentedeightsalientfeaturesofNew
socialmovements.Here,theparticipantsarestructurallydiffusedandtranscendalldiverse
socialbackgrounds.UnlikeOldSocialMovementsthathavespecificideologiestowhich
participantsarestronglycommitted,New SocialMovementsaremarkedbydiverseideas
andvalues.Identitiesareengendered.WhatisnewaboutNewSocialMovementsisdifficult
tobemadesimple.However,proponentsofNewSocialMovements(Inglehart,1981,1990;
Melucci,1980,1989;Offe,1985;Touraine,1981)emphasisedontheemergenceofnew
collectiveidentitiesasthemostindispensabledefiningfactorofNew SocialMovements
(McAdam,1994).Thenewsocialmovementperspectiveholdsthatthecollectivesearchfor
identityisacentralaspectofmovementformation(Johnston,Larana&Gusfield,1994).New
socialmovementsaresaidtoarise“indefenseofidentity”(Melucci,1980,p.218,citedin
Johnston,Larana&Gusfield,1994,p.10).Therelevanceofnewformsofcollectiveactionor
NewSocialMovementsinindustrialcountriesisevidentfrom thedelegitimisationofmajor
politicalpartiesandgreatersupportforpartiesworkingwiththesemovementsinEuropeat
theendofthe1980s.Therewasaninabilitytounderstandthesemovementsclearlywithin
theEuropeanorAmericantraditionalframeworkofanalysis(Johnston,Larana&Gusfield,
1994).NewSocialMovementtheoristscontendedthatchangesinindustrialsocietiesherald
a‘newhistoricalepoch’thatcontributestoidentities(Pizzorno,1978,Habermas,1984,1987,
Cohen,1985,Gamson,1989,Kriesi,1989,Dalton&Kuechler,1990,citedinHunt,Benford&
Snow,1994,p.188).However,HuntandBenford(1994,citedinValocchi,2007,p.191)
assertedthatcollectiveidentity,andtheparticipation,commitment,andsolidarityareresults
ofsocialinteraction.Thus,HuntandBenfordacknowledgedtheroleofindividualsand
acceptedthesignificanceofrationalhumaninteraction.IssueswhichinterestNew Social
Movementsincludeevenpersonaland intimateaspectsoflife.Theyresortto radical
mobilisation tacticsofdisruption and resistance.Unlikethe‘cadre-led and centralized
bureaucracies’typicalwith traditionalmass parties,the organisations ofnew social
movementsaremoresegmented,diffused,anddecentralised(Johnston,Larana&Gusfield,
1994,p.8).CitingGailOmvedt(1993)andT.K.Oommen(2001),T.K.Oommen(2010:38)
heldtheviewthattheterm NewSocialMovementisnotrelevantintheIndiancontextasitis
differentfrom theWesterncontext.ThisissobecauseincertainIndiansocietyinequalityis
legitimisedandinstitutionalisedbytradition(Oommen,2010).Suchobservationmaybe



madeincasteism.

FEATURESANDNATUREOFNEW SOCIALMOVEMENTS

Themodernsocialmovementscompriseofacomplexnetworkofactorsandinteractionsin
astructuredfashioninvolvingathreestepstrategywhichincluded:

 Diagnosis
 Prognosis
 Motivation

Theaimsandobjectivesoftheactorswhoorganisesocialmovementsmustbemade
crystalclearbywayoftheprocessof‘diagnosis,’i.e.,puttingintowordswhat’swrongwith
thesociety.Thequestionthenistofigureoutwaystorectifythewrongsinthesociety.The
nextobviousissueistofigureoutthepeoples’contributiontoeffectthechangesbythe
processof‘motivation.’Thisisdoneinspecificnarrativesorinterpretivepackagesaimedat
authorities,movementparticipants,supportersandatthepublicatlarge.Thepeopleatthe
helm ofsocialmovementsperform criticalrolesintheprocessbygivingmeaningtoevents,
situationsandsocialpractices.Besidesthesetheyactasagentsofchangealongsideother
actorssuchasthegovernmentagenciesandthemediaaswell.Itisexpectedthatthese
socialchangesaltertheexistingpowerstructuresanddwellonthevaluesoffreedom,
equalityandjusticebyaddingnew paradigmstothem.Inotherwords,theseNew Social
Movementsstrivetoaffectthoseatthegrassrootslevelbybringingaboutapoliticalsocietal
transformation.TheactorsofNewSocialMovementsdonothavethewillforholdingstate
power.Thisiscalled‘de-politicisation’ofthesocialrealm.Itisimportanttonotethatthe
New SocialMovementsarenotonlysocialinnaturebutalsohaveeconomicandpolitical
dimensionstoo.Furthermore,itisalsoimperativetoaddthatsuchmovementsmaynot
necessarilyinvolvethegrassrootslevel.

Thereareseveralreasonswhichhavebeenattributedfortheriseofnewsocialmovements.
Theseincludedemocracy,masseducation,communicationtechnology,urbanisationand
industrialisation.Theyarebrieflydiscussedhereunder:

1.Democracy:Socialmovementsbenefittedgreatlywiththespreadofdemocracyand
politicalrights.Socialmovements became much easierowing to the peoples’
freedom torighttospeech,righttoorganizefreelysansanystateimposedcurbs.
Letting peoplediscussissuesfreelyled to thedevelopmentofforumsoffree
expression.

2.Masseducation:Socialmovementsreceivedgreaterimpetusowingtotheenmasse
educationofpeopleasseveralmovementswerebornateducationalinstitutions
suchasuniversitiesaseducationunifiedandboundpeopletogether.

3.Communicationtechnologies:Thedevelopmentofsocialmovementsgotagreat
impetuswiththedevelopmentofnew communicationtechnologies.Thesemake
creationandactivationofsocialactivitieseasierasitbecametoreachouttothe
largermassesbywayofpamphletsinthemideighteenthcentury.Inmorerecent
timesitisthenewspaper,theradioandthetelevisionmediaandtheinternettoday
thataidthespreadofnewsocialmovements.

4.Urbanisation:Thisledtoamarkedincreaseinthesizeofcitieswherepeople
migratedfrom thesurroundingcountryside.Thismigrationandresettlementledto
increased interactions among people ofsimilarinterests.People metfreely,
organisedandgatheredtoaddresscommonissues.Thus,thesenew urbanareas
provedtoaugurwellforthedevelopmentofNewSocialMovements.



5.Industrialization:Theprocessofindustrializationwhichgatheredlargemassesof
workersinthesameregionexplainswhymanyofthoseearlysocialmovements
addressedmatterssuchaseconomicwellbeing,importanttotheworkerclass.

TheGandhianprinciplesofactionofferanalternatestructurebyunderliningsocialharmony,
nonviolence,ethicalandmoralvaluesofactionanddiscardingtheEuro-centricview of
developmentandmorepreciselytheWesternscienceandtechnology.Itispossibleto
differentiatetwodistincttheoriesoftheGandhianapproachtosocialaction–Constructivist
andSarvodaite.Whiletheconstructivistapproachhasencourageddevelopmentoriented
socialactiongroups,theSarvodaiteapproachhasenthusedstruggleorientedsocialaction
groups.TheConstructivistshavefaithintheconceptofself-sufficiencyofvillageswhich
canbeachievedbygreaterprosperitywhichinturncanbeattainedbyimplementingvarious
developmentalprogrammes.Theyconsiderthestateastheirassociateinthisworkand
believethatthestatecanbeinstrumentalintheupliftmentofthegrassrootslevelpeople.A
combinedeffortisthusalwaysdesirable.Theyareregardedaseffortstoopenalternate
politicalspacesoutsidethenormalarenaofpartyandgovernment,thoughnotoutsidethe
state.Somewhatthesenewsystemsoforganisationanduprisingaredestinedtorevitalise
thestateandtomakeitonceagainatoolofliberationfrom unfairstructuresinwhichthe
disadvantaged and poorare confined.The influence ofGandhion the New Social
Movementshasbeennoteworthy.Gandhianimpactscanbetracedtoseveralsignificant
civicendeavours,movementsandorganisationaroundthirdworldliberation,international
solidarity,peaceandnonviolence,environmentanddemocracy.TheimpactofGandhianand
popularuprisingsin Indiaon othersocietiesisofglobalattention.Theindependence
struggleofIndiasetanexampleforthewholeofthecolonisedworld.Thedominant
questioninthestruggleswasthemeansespeciallytheroleofarmedstruggles.Gandhi
talkedabouttheseissuesinhisbookInswarajin1909adoptingextremelystrongviews
againstviolenceandforahimsa.InspiredbyhisencounterswithSatyagrahainSouthAfrica,
hewasabletosketchthebasicelementsoftheactivenonviolentstruggles.Thenotionsand
practicesofthesupportgroupsstimulatedbyGandhifortheIndependenceofIndia,acted
asamodelforforthcomingsolidaritymovementsforthetransitionofSouthAfricafrom
apartheid to democracy.The Gandhian freedom struggle based on the principles of
nonviolenceencouragedseveralEuropeansandinvolvedthem invarioussupportaction
events.PostSecondWorldWarandIndia’sIndependence,thesuccessoftheGandhian
approachestononviolenceandahimsafoundtheirwayintotheEuropeancorridorsof
politicsandsocialmovements.Therewasaparticipationofmassesinthenew popular
movementsowingtofourGandhianandIndianinspirationswhichwerebeingemulatedona
largescale.

Thesefourinspirationswere:

 Interventionbydirectnonviolentinterventionsandconflicts.
 Boycottagainstdespoticrules.
 Publicsupportforconstructiveprogrammestoprovidehumanitariansupport.
 LongmarchesorPadyatrasconnectedtodirectactions.

LiberalApproachNewSocialMovements

Theliberalapproachviewsthenew socialmovementsasapartofthelargerfreedom
project.Theindividualandhisgroupsdemandlargerautonomyandliberty.Accordingtothe
liberalapproachmostofthemodernsocialmovementsaredirectedtoclaim forrightsand
socialgoods.Thetargetofthemovementsarethestatewhichisbeingcriticizedforbeing
ineffective orunattentive to citizen needs.Democracyis anotherfocalpointofthese
movements.Thedemandisforbetterdeliberationsanddemocraticenvironments.The



liberalthinkers argue thatthese movementsare a sign ofthe ineffectiveness in the
democraticmechanism.Itcanbewellsettledwitheffectiveinstitutionalstructures.Manyof
thesemodernmovementsthusseem tobereformativedemands.

Marxistview:Marxism asanideologyandtheoryofsocialchangehashadanimmense
impactonthepracticeandtheanalysisofsocialmovements.Marxism arosefrom an
analysis ofmovements structured by conflicts between industrialworkers and their
capitalistemployersinthenineteenthcentury.Inthetwentiethcenturyavarietyofneo-
Marxisttheorieshavebeendevelopedthathaveopenedthemselvestoaddingquestionsof
race,gender,environment,andotherissuestoananalysiscentredinpoliticaleconomic
conditions.Marxistapproacheshavebeenandremaininfluentialwaysofunderstandingthe
roleofpoliticaleconomyandclassdifferencesaskeyforcesinmanyhistoricalandcurrent
socialmovements,andtheycontinuetochallengeapproachesthatarelimitedbytheir
inabilitytoimagineseriousalternativestoconsumercapitalistsocialstructures. 

Postmodernism andsocialmovement

Intheeighteenthcentury,theAgeofEnlightenmentusheredinnew waysofthinkingin
Europe and America.Enlightenmentthinkers such as John Locke,Thomas Jefferson,
Thomas Paine and Voltaire soughtto discard irrationality,superstition,and inherited
dogmaswithreason,scienceandrationality,andbelievedthatsystematicthinkingshouldbe
appliedtoallspheresofhumanactivity.Sincethen,manyimportantintellectualshave
acceptedthebasicvaluesoftheEnlightenment.Thesevaluesrepresent“modernity’’and
form thebasisoftherationalistscientific-technologicaloutlookandtheeach-citizen-is-equal
principlesthatlieatthefoundationoftheWesterndemocracies.TheConstitutionofIndia,
adoptedin1950,liesverymuchintheEnlightenmenttradition.Postmodernistsdenounce
Enlightenment’s claim to universality.Postmodernists – like Ashis Nandy-hold that
acceptanceofEnlightenmentideasrepresentsa“colonizationofthemind”.Theyrejectthe
ideathatthespreadofrationalityandscientifictemperareemancipatory,andinsteadargue
forthepreservationof“localknowledgesystems’’embeddedin“traditionalcosmologies”,
religions,andtraditionalpracticesofagriculture,medicine,etc.ThePostmodernistsviews
new socialmovements as an arena ofnew identities againstthe fundamentals of
enlightenment.Tothem manyofthesemovementswereattemptstobreakoutfrom the
colonizationofmindandatrialtonew emancipation.Ithappensintwodirections.Firstly,
manyofthesemovementsarelocallyorganizedtoattendtheimmediateissuesofthe
community.Secondlyitmissestheuniversalityinideologyandaction. 

DistinguishingtheNewSocialMovementfrom theOldSocial
Movement

From thediscussionsofar,itisobservedthatthehistoricalcontextsinwhichsocial
movementstookplacewerealldifferent.Therewasatimewhennationalistmovements
wereoverthrowingthecolonialoppressorswhiletheWorkingClassMovementsinthe
capitalistWestwerestrugglingandwrestlingforbetterlivingconditions,socialsecurity,free
schoolingandhealthsecurityfrom thestate.Thiswasalsoatimewhenthesocialist
movementswereestablishingnewkindsofstatesandsocieties.ThecentralgoaloftheOld
SchoolMovementswasthereorganisationofpowerrelationsandfunctionedwithinthe
frameworkofpoliticalparties.DuringIndia’sFreedom Struggle,theIndianNationalCongress
ledthefreedom movementandChina’scommunistpartyledtheChineseRevolution.In
today’stimessomebelievethatthe‘old’class-basedpoliticalactionledbytradeunionsand
workers’partiesisonthedecline.OthersarguedthatintheaffluentWestwithitswelfare
state,issuesofclass-basedexploitationandinequalitywerenolongercentralconcerns.
Thus,itcanbeinferredthattheNew SocialMovementswereaboutquality-of-lifeissues
suchasacleanenvironmentandnotaboutchangingthedistributionofpowerinsociety.



SpeakingabouttheOldSocialMovements,politicalscientistRajniKothariattributesthe
surgeofsocialmovementsinIndiainthe1970stothepeoples’growingdissatisfactionwith
parliamentary democracy.Kothari’s contention was thatthe elites had captured the
institutionofthestateandasaresultofthis,theelectoralrepresentationbypoliticalparties
isnolongerusefulforthepoortogettheirvoicesheard.Asaresult,peoplewhoareleftout
ofthebenefitsoftheformalpoliticalsystem tendtojoinnon-partypoliticalformationsor
socialmovementssoastoputpressureonthestatemachineryfrom theoutside.

Distinctionbetween‘Old’and‘New’SocialMovements

TheOldandNewSocialMovementsmaybedistinguishedonthebasisofcertainelements
whicharediscussedasunder:

1.Location:TheOldSocialMovementstypicallyrevolvedaroundpoliticsandpolitical
parties,whereas,theNewSocialMovementshavetranscendedthesepoliticallimits
andhavebecomeautonomousinnature.

2.Aims:OldSocialMovementsaim atsecuringpoliticalrepresentation,legislative
politicalreform andrightsassociatedwithcitizenshipinthepoliticalcommunity,
whereastheNew SocialMovementswanttodefendcivilsocietyagainstpolitical
powerand redefine culture and lifestyle in civilsociety ratherthan pursuing
legislativechangethroughthestate.

3.Organisation:TheOldSocialMovementsarecharacterisedbyformalNew Social
MovementsandhierarchicalinternalstructureswhiletheNewSocialMovementsare
characterisedasbeinginformalorunstructuredorganisationsratherthanstructures
ofauthority.

4.Medium ofchange:OldSocialMovementsareorientedtowardspoliticalinstitutions
throughwhichchangecanbeachieved.TheNew SocialMovementsgofornewer
and more innovative formsofdirectaction.Theyworkon new redefinition of
meaningandsymbolicrepresentationincultureratherthanchangethroughpolitical
apparatus.Rootes,Christopher(1999)notesthat,“New SocialMovementswhich
emerged from the studentmovements ofthe late 1960s,itis environmental
movementswhichhavehadmostenduringinfluenceonpoliticsandwhichhave
undergone the most wide-ranging institutionalization in terms both of the
professionalizationoftheiractivitiesandoftheregularizationoftheiraccessto
policy-makers”(Rootes,Christopher1999:1).Nepal,Padam (2009)arguesthat,“the
new socialmovementsinIndiaemergedbecauseofthefailureoftheestablished
oppositionalforces in India’s nationalpolitics,especially the left,and more
particularlyafterthesmashing oftheNaxalmovement,in giving direction and
providingorganizationtotheactivityofthesubaltern,marginalgroupsintheperiod
characterizedbythefailureoftheNationalProjectandone-partydominance”(Nepal,
Padam 2009:98).The new socialmovements,including the environmental
movementsinIndiaarestudiedinatleasttwodifferentwaysinIndia.Inthiscontext
Nepal,Padam (2009)haspointedout:First,theleftistperspectivewhichlooksatthe
environmentalmovementasadisplacedform ofclassstruggle,andhavingitsroots
intheclass-dividedIndiansociety.Thesecondperspectivelooksatthenew social
movementsasstrugglesagainstthecentralizedstate.Thisperspectivealthough
acknowledgesthemovementasabyproductofclassexploitation,yetitfocuseson
particular,issue-specific nature ofthe new socialmovements.A new social
movementincludingtheenvironmentalmovementhasadualaspect:generalaspect
inthesensethatpredominantlyitrepresentsamovementagainstomnipotentnature
ofthe modern state to which the certain class ofpeople falla prey;and a
particularisticaspectofaddressingaspecific,localizedissueconcerningaparticular



socialcategory like the women’s issue,an environmentalissue,issue of
displacementofatribalpopulationfrom itsnaturalhabitation,etc.

Summary

 New socialmovementsemergearound new scopesand rangeofpolitics.The
environment,therights,androleofwomen,health,foodandnutrition,education,
shelter and housing,the dispensation of justice,communications and the
disseminationofinformation,cultureandlifestyle,theachievementofpeaceand
disarmamentnoneofwhichwereconsideredtobesubjectmatterforpoliticsin
whichordinarypeoplewereinvolved,aremajorconcernsforthenewmovements. 

 Thenew movementshaveevolvedaneffectivemethodologyofworkingwiththe
disadvantagedsectionsofsocietywhichinturnhashelpedthem togrow asan
alternativeagencyofsocialchange.Thisisamethodologyofcriticalintervention,
creative action and participatory mobilization.These groups make a critical
interventioninthesensethattheyofferacritiqueofthemicromechanismsof
dominationandexploitationinwhichtheirclients,i.e.,theunderdogsinalocality,are
involved.


