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 Information in research is processed data

 Research-materials can be drawn from a wide
range of different research resources

 Information sources comprise of documents,
organizations and human beings

 Information sources can be books, websites,
people, observations, speeches, documents,
images and videos

 Information source can be in print, electronics or
others (like artifacts, literature etc.)

 To obtain timely, relevant and quality
information for your study or research work, you
need to know the various sources of information





▪ Primary sources mean original studies, based on direct

observation, use of statistical records, interviews,

experimental methods of actual practices or the actual impact

of practices or policies.

▪ Authored by researchers who have original research data

▪ Present information in its original form, not interpreted or

condensed or evaluated by others

▪ Usually evidence or accounts of the events, practices, or

conditions being researched and created by a person who

directly experienced that event

▪ First formal appearance of results in print or electronic

formats

▪ Most original and current source of information often not

seen by anyone else before publication. These are in the form

of journal articles, books or monographs, reports,

dissertation, pamphlets, conference papers etc.



▪ Articles published in scholarly journals

▪ Eye witness accounts

▪ Journalistic reports

▪ Financial reports

▪ Government documents

▪ Archaeological and biological evidence

▪ Court records

▪ Ephemerals (posters, handbills)

▪ Literacy manuscripts

▪ Minutes of the meeting

▪ Diaries, journals, photographs

▪ Data from the census bureau or a survey done by a researcher

▪ Original research, like data from an experiment

▪ Newspapers are primary sources when they report current events or 

current opinions

▪ Speeches, interviews, email, letters

▪ Religious books

▪ Personal memories and autobiographies

▪ Artworks 



▪ Provide non-original or second hand data or information

▪ Secondary sources are written about primary sources

▪ Research summaries reported in text books, magazines

and newspapers

▪ Has information about original or primary information

which is usually rearranged and modified for the ease of

consumption by users. Thus, any work reporting the

findings of others becomes secondary source

e.g., A newspaper article is a secondary source if it is

written about a primary source

▪ Contains organized repackaged knowledge rather than new

knowledge

▪ More easily and widely available than primary sources

▪ Serves as a bibliographical key to multiple primary sources

of information



Index type

₋ Index 

₋ Bibliography

₋ Indexing periodicals

₋ Abstracting 

periodicals

Survey type

₋ Review 

₋ Treaties
₋ Monogram

Reference type

₋ Encyclopedia

₋ Dictionary

₋ Handbook

₋ Manual

₋ Critical tables



▪ Consist information which is collection of primary and

secondary sources of information

▪ Further removed from the original material and are a

distillation and collections of primary and secondary

sources

▪ Any work which list primary and secondary sources in a

specific subject area

▪ Any work which indexes, organizes and compiles citations,

and shows secondary (and sometimes primary) sources

▪ Materials in which the information from secondary sources

has been digested reformatted and condensed to put it into

an even more convenient and easy to read form

▪ Any source not falling in the category of primary and

secondary sources







▪ In an information rich society, it is crucial to
remember that not all information resources are
equal

▪ Evaluating information sources is an important
part of research process

▪ Not all information sources are reliable or true,
nor will all information be suitable for your
paper/project

▪ Researcher must be able to critically evaluate the
appropriateness of all type of information sources
prior to relying on the information

▪ As a researcher, you must evaluate the
information sources you find and decide whether
the content is scholarly, accurate and
authoritative

(Note: Source type may vary according to situation)



►https://guides.auraria.edu/referencesources/types

►http://epgp.inflibnet.ac.in/epgpdata/uploads/epgp_content/li

brary_and_information_science/social_science_information_sy

stems/02.information_sources_in_social__science/et/2149_et_

m2.pdf

►http://library.uaf.edu/ls101-reference-services

►https://libguides.uaptc.edu/c.php?g=600685&p=4159599

►https://press.rebus.community/literaturereviewsedunursing/

chapter/chapter-2-what-is-a-literature-

review/#:~:text=When%20we%20talk%20about%20informatio

n,dissertations%20and%20theses%2C%20and%20grey

►https://laverne.libguides.com/c.php?g=34942&p=222059

►https://research.library.gsu.edu/c.php?g=115595&p=1940435

►https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/40587/9

/11_chapter2.pdf

►http://www.lisbdnet.com/sources-of-information/


