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▪ Citation can be put in two places:

- In-text

- In References list

▪ An in-text citation is the brief form of a reference

that you provide in the body of your work. It gives

enough information to uniquely identify the source

in your reference

▪ In-text citation is also known as parenthetical

citation



In-text citation are great because:

▪ They credit the original author of a work or

information

▪ They let readers quickly see where the

information is coming from

▪ Adds credibility to the research

▪ Readers will know where to look to verify the

information that you used

▪ Properly citing information helps you to avoid

plagiarism

▪ Helps make you an ethical writer



Cite all outside sources whose ideas,

theories and research influenced your

research. Specifically site those sources

that you:

▪ Quote – word-for-word

▪ Paraphrase – rewrite using your own words

▪ Summarize  – restate the main part of the 

source in your own words



There are 3 ways of incorporating other writer’s work into
your own writing. They differ according to the closeness of
your writing to the source material.

1.Quotations- identical to the original. They must match
the source document word for word and must be attributed
to the original author.

2.Paraphrasing – involves putting a passage from source
material into your own words. A paraphrase must also be
attributed to the original source. Paraphrase material is
usually shorter than the original passage, taking a
somewhat broader segment of the source and condensing it
slightly.

3.Summarizing- involves putting the main idea(s) into your
own words, including the main point(s). Once again, it is
necessary to attribute summarized ideas to the original
source. Summaries are significantly shorter than the
original and take a broad overview of the source material.



There are two types of an in-text citation

1. Narrative citation:

Example: Smith (2010) recognized that “more online
learning opportunities are needed to reach
marginalized high school students and decrease the
dropout rate” (p.12)

When citing a quotation using a narrative citation:

▪ The author’s name is used in the sentence

▪ The date is given in parentheses after the author’s
name

▪ The specific part of the source where the quote
appears such as the page or paragraph goes in
parentheses after the quote and before any
punctuation

Jones (2015) stressed, “The importance of dedicated
study time for online courses is crucial for student
success” (p.3)



2. Parenthetical citation

Example: 

“Online learning opportunities are needed to reach

marginalized high school students and decrease

the dropout rate” (Smith, 2010)

For a quotation, the parenthetical citation contains:

▪ Author and date

▪ Specific part of the source such as the page or 

paragraph number

Example:

Many researchers have agreed that “Online

education is a viable way to help working adults

earn a college degree, but it is not for everyone”

(Smith, 2010, p.4)



Placement of citation can be important

depending upon the emphasis you wish to apply:

▪ If you wish to quote or paraphrase an author

and want to emphasize the author, then your

citation becomes ‘author prominent’

Example – Jones (2012) has concluded that …

▪ If you wish to emphasize the information you

have paraphrased or quoted from an author,

then your citation becomes ‘information

prominent’

Example: … as evidenced from a recent study

(Jones, 2012)





 Anything you take word-for-word 

(i.e. copy/paste) must be enclosed in quotation 

marks: “ ”



Next, you need to tell the reader where you obtained

this information.

▪ Author Last Name: Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention [include the entire organization name]

▪ Date: 2011

▪ Page/Paragraph Number: Para. 1





Finally, you will need to create a full citation to place in

your references list.



▪ https://libguides.mjc.edu/apa/apaintext

▪ https://monroecollege.libguides.com/apa/intextcitations

▪ https://sfcollege.libguides.com/apa/intext

▪ https://guides.lib.monash.edu/citing-referencing/APA-In-
text#:~:text=The%20in%2Dtext%20citation%20is,is%20plac
ed%20after%20the%20reference.

▪ https://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/apa-
format/apa-in-text-citation/

▪ http://www.workscited4u.com/blog/understanding-the-
importance-of-internal-
citations#:~:text=In%2Dtext%20citations%20are%20used,to
%20protect%20you%20from%20plagiarism.

▪ https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_re
search/quoting_paraphrasing_and_summarizing/index.html


