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Princep and Wilson established the view of

Greek origin of Indian coins; that after the invasion of Bactrian-
Greeks ; Indians learnt making the art of making the coinage.

According to Wilson ; the coins of Audumber King Dharghosha bear
affinity with Indo- Greek king Appolodotus.

But this is a very late case and archaeologically this has been proved
that coin system was started in India around 6™ Century BC.

Further there are many differences between Indo- Greek and Punch-

Marked coins-

coins are round; inscribed; bear portrait of king and
made by Die-struck method.

coins are mainly rectangular or square ;
un-inscribed; bear natural symbols-no portrait at all, and above all
they are made by punching method.

Hence, the Greek origin theory is not acceptable.




had been proposed by Decourdemanche
and John Allan.

Their theory based on the weight of Bent-bar coins(175
grains) found from Gandhar region.

Bent-bar coins are double to the weight of Persian sygloi
coins.

That Indian people adopted the coin system from the

Hakhamani rulers invaded India in 7t"-6t" cent. BC.

But neither there iIs any affinity between Sygloi and
Punch-marked coins and; nor any Archaeological evidence
IS available to support this view.

Hence the above theory Is now outdated and not
acceptable.




theory was floated by Kennedy.

According to him the Babylonian Shekels are also made by
punching method and un-inscribed like the Indian Punch-
marked coins.

Jaatakas — especially the Baberu Jaatak mentions the visits of
Indian traders to the Babylonia and import of silver bars .

But Shekels are never found in India, I1ts weight-132 grain Is
different than Punch-marked coins.

Contrary to above of Indian coins
are accepted by many scholars on the basis of literary
evidences.

Rapson, Edward Thomas, Cunningham, S.K. Chakroborty,
Bhandarkar, Altaker are the main among such scholars.

A survey of literary evidences are given in coming slides-
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Weight standard
of

Kaarshapan

Addha : Ardha- 1/2 1. Ardhapana

Paada or . Paada- 1/4 2. Paada- 1/4
Chattaromaashak

Dwimash- 1/8 3. Astha Bhaaga
Dwemashak

Maash- 1/16 . Mashak (5 Raktika)
EkMaash

Ardhamaasha- . Ardhamaashak or

Addhamaashak or | or Kaankanee - Kaankanee - 1/32
Kaankanee 1/32










